
May 15, 2001 LB 851

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

was one of the main things that the people from Bellevue wanted. 
If we don't incorporate...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR BOURNE: ...those growth areas, what's going to happen
is, before the next ten year census, you're going to have a 
significant portion of Papillion and a significant portion of 
Bellevue in different Congressional districts. That's wrong. 
That's just plain wrong. Again, if you look at the committee 
amendment that the committee adopted, it's concise it's 
contiguous, it's clear. There's no question in a voter's mind 
who would represent them. There's no pockets, there's no 
gerrymandering, there's no strange lines that cast doubt on the 
entire process. I support the bracket motion, and I think that 
we need to rethink what we did yesterday, because we have 
totally violated the community of interests down there in Sarpy 
County, particularly in Papillion and Bellevue. Thank you.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Byars.
SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. We were acting a little
slowly yesterday to the steamroller that was kind of coming down 
the road. And I don't think we did have an opportunity to get a 
number of issues on the table, if they make a difference. I'm 
not sure. You know, I'm not sensing in this body that anybody 
truly is listening to logical arguments. I think it has gone 
past that, and that concerns me. Because I think it's very, 
very clear within the legislative resolution, and with every 
Supreme Court decision that's been handed down, that the 
political affiliations should have nothing to do with 
redistricting. We all know that's not the case. But that's 
what's supposed to happen. Very emphatic points were made by 
both Senator Quandahl and Senator Bruning before we had a chance 
to vote yesterday, about zero deviation being the prime 
direction that the courts looked at when determining
appropriateness of redistricting on Congressional districts. 
And I certainly would challenge that. The law that Senator
Bruning quoted, I think is old law. I would like to ask Senator 
Quandahl a question, if he would respond please.
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